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T  Is  my  Opinion  that  much 
Darknefs  and  Perplexity 
have  been  introduced  into 
the  Queftion  now  in  Agi- 
tation,  by  Words  and 
Things,  very  foreign  to  a  Matter  which 
touches  only  the  peculiar  Conftitution  of 
Government,  in  which  we  of  this  Nati- 
on are  concerned.  If  we  ftrip  the  Dq- 
?ate  of    fufh   Words   as  Fatricia-a   an4 
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Pleheidfj^  which  do  not  at  all  anfwer  to 
Lords  and  Commons  join'd  with  a  l(,wg 
in  all  A8:s  of  Legiflation ;  If  we  leave 
off  talking  of  the  Nature  of  Jriflocra- 
cies  and  Democracies^  which  only  amufe 
and  diftrad  the  Mind  of  the  Enqui- 
rer ;  If  we  take  out  of  the  Queftion  all 
Allufions  to  the  E^hori  of  the  L^cedamo- 
nians^  as  diftant  in  their  Condition  from 
the  State  of  our  Feers^  as  in  the  Situa- 
tion of  their  Country  ;  all  Stories  of  the 
Nobles  of  Demna.rk^  or  of  the  Power  of 
our  Baro»s  in  Times  of  Old,  which  has 
no  relation  to  the  Power  of  the  Peers 
of  Great  Britain,  in  the  Condition  in 
which  this  Bill  leaves  them,  furround- 
ed  with  a  World  of  Rich  and  Free 
Commoners  :  I  fay,  if  thefe  and  the 
like  Words  and  Things  be  quite  remo- 
ved, and  the  Confideration  of  Men  con- 
fined to  a  few  Points  which  ought,  and 
which  mufl,  determine  the  Equity  or 
Iniquity,  the  Wifdom  or  Weaknefs  of 
the  Scheme  now  before  the  Parliament : 
We  might  hope  that  Gentlemen  might, 


(7  ) 

dn  both  fides,  be  more  dear,  and  lefs 
perplext,  in  their  Sentiments  than  they 
yet  feem  to  be.  The  Queftions  which 
follow,  are,  1  think,  the  principal  and 
indeed  the  only  ones  of  any  Confeguence 
in  this  Matter. 

I.  Why  are  the  Lords  generally  fo 
very  fond  of  this  Bill?  Is  not  this  art 
Evidence  that  there  is  fomething  in  it, 
that  fhould  make  a  Commoner  averfe 
to  it  ? 

Anfw.  The  firft  Thought  about  it, 
which  accurs  to  the  Generality  of  the 
Teersy  may  be  this ;  that  it  makes  every 
fingle  Peerage  certainly  more  valuable. 
And  I  believe  truly  that  whatever  fond- 
irefs  has  been  fhewn  for  it  by  the  Lords, 
has  been  the  Effed  of  this  Confiderati- 
on  ;  with  which  it  is  natural  enough 
for  them  to  be  pleafed.  But  why  a 
Commoner  fhould  be  at  all  difpleafed  at 
this  ;  or  what  hurt  this  can  do  to  the 
whole  Conftitution,  is  not  fo  eafily  feen. 

A 


A  Commoner  ought  not  to  like  it  the 
WOife  for  this;  becavjfe  all  Vacancies 
are  to  be  fupplied  out  of  the  Commoners-, 
to  whom  it  becomes  a  npor^  valuable 
Promotion;  and  more,  becaufe  this  Va- 
lue added  to  every  fingle  Feaage^  nei» 
ther  now  brings ,  nor  for  the  future 
portends,  any  Mifchief  to  the  Tub- 
lick. 

11.  But  will  not  this  B///,  if  it  pafTes, 
render  the  whole  Body  of  Peers,  as  fuch^ 
too  confiderable ,  and  of  too  great 
weight  in  tlie  Ballance  of  our  Govern^ 
ment? 

Jfjfw.  Many,  I  fee,  h^ve  argued  thus, 
merely  from  the  Value  accruing  to  eve- 
ry fingle  Peerage,  It  is  true  that  every 
fingle  Peer  will  be  more  confiderable 
in  this  Senfe,  as  he  will  poiiefs  a  more 
valuable  Thing  than  he  will  poiTefs 
without  this  Bill.  But  it  is  not  true  that 
the  whole  Number,  as  determined  by 
this  Bill,  will  be  near  fo  confiderable, 
as  a  greater  Number  muii  b^,  fuppofing 

ihem 
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them  to  go  on  increafing.  The  not  df- 
ftinguifhing  thefe  two  Points,  has  been 
the  occafion  of  great  ConCuHon,  and,  I 
think,  Contradidion,  in  fome  Perfons 
Sentiments  about  this  Matter;  which  to 
me  flands  plainly  thus. 

The  fmaller  the  Number  of  Peers  is, 
the  greater  the  Value  of  any  fingle 
Peerage :  Which  yet  will  not  be  very  e- 
normous,  in  a  Number  exceeding  Two 
Hundred.  But  the  greater  the  Number 
of  Peers  is,  the  more  Land  and  Money 
will  be  poflliTed  by  the  whole  l^ody  of 
Peers  taken  together ;  the  more  nume- 
rous will  be  their  Relations,  Friends,  Ac- 
quaintance and  Dependants:  the  Wrong- 
er their  Inffuence  in  firft  ElecTing,  and 
then  ruling  a  Hottfe  of  Commons,  This 
I  take  to  be  the  unavoidable  Confequence 
of  the  Number  of  Peers  going  on  to  in- 
creafe  for  Multitudes  of  Years;  that  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  will  be  little  elfe 
than  the  Houfe  of  Peers  over  again  ;  full 
of  'The'ir  Creatures ;    not  the  Reprefen- 

B  tatives 
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fetives  of  tlie  Commons  of  Great  Britain^ 
but  of  the  Lords ;  not  the  Reprefenters 
of  Property,  unlefs  it  be  by  reprefenting 
the  Peersy  who  will  then  have  moil 
of  the  Property  in  their  Hands ;  Eleft- 
ed  neceflarily,  in  truth,  by  thofe  againft: 
whom  they  ought  to  be  a  Ballance,  and 
influenced  entirely  (it  will  be  too  proba- 
bly fo)  by  Thofe  from  whom  they 
would  now  keep  up  thegreateft  Diftindi* 
on.  This  will  be  making  the  Body  of 
of  Feers  confiderable,  not  in  a  little  addi- 
tion to  their  perfonal  Vanity  \  but  in  an 
important  Point,  which  threatens  that 
Ballance  of  Power  in  our  Government, 
the  Deftrudion  of  which  is  the  Deftru- 
6lion  of  the  Whole. 

III.  But  will  not  this  Bill  make  the 
Houfe  of  Peers  within  Doors,  too  con- 
fiderable in  a  Senfe  of  more  fatal  Con- 
iequence  to  our  Conftitution,  by  making 
it  impoffible  for  the  Cromi  to  put  an 
End  to  any  Difference  between  the  Twp 
Jrloufes,    by  throwing  ui  a  Number   of 


Lords  to  determine  what  muft  be  otheN 
wife  the  Caufe  of  great  Evils  ? 

Aaf^v.  There  may  be  ill  Confequences 
of  a  very  good  Thing.  The  Queftion 
is,  whether  this  be  a  certain  ill  Confe- 
quence  of  the  pafling  the  Bill,  as  the  o- 
ther  I  have  now  mentioned,  is,  of  the 
not  paffing  it.  And  another  Qiieftion 
then  will  be,  which  is  the  worfe  of  the 
two  Evils. 

I.  This  is  fo  far  from  being  an  ill 
Confequence,  that  it  will  be  a  very  good 
Confequence  of  this  Bill,  fuppofing  the 
Commons  to  attempt  what  is  ruinous  to 
the  Publick,  and  the  Peers  to  make  a 
ftand  againfl  this.  It  will  be  a  Happi- 
pinefs  to  the  Nation  ,  that  the  Crowny 
(ruppoling  it  with  tht^'^or^imons^)  has  it  not 
in  its  Power  to  force  a  '■^epon  through? 
(for  at  beft  it  is  a  Force)  for  the  detri- 
ment of  the  Whole. 
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2'.  Suppofing  it  a  good  Thing  which  the 
Commons  are  engaged  in,  and  an  obftinate 
Oppofition  made  to  it  by  the  Lords:  It 
is  certain,  this  will  be  an  accidental  In- 
convenience. But  then,  what  is  the 
Remedy,  fuppofing  this  Bill  nottopafs? 
What  is  the  Method  to  be  put  in  Pra- 
£lice,  in  order  to  carry  this  good  Thing 
through  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ?  Why, 
the  Crowny  it  is  faid,  can  then  make  a 
Nuniber  of  Lords  to  out-ballanc^  the 
Majority  of  thofje:  who  oppofe  it.  A  Re- 
medy worfe  perhaps  than  the  Difeafe  it 
felf.  "For  the  Difeafe  being  ai^ay^'d- 
qvally  likely  to  return,  the  Crown  mn^ 
perpetually  apply  this  Remedy,  and  fo 
may  come  to  the  Neceffity  fometimes 
of  making,  not  Twelve^  but  Fifty  or  a 
Hundred  Lords  at  once,  according  as  the 
Majority  happens  to  be. 

And  confidering  the  Conduct  of 
Humane  Affairs,  and  that  it  is  at 
leaft  as  probable  that  a  bad  Bill  may 
come   from   the  Commons  to    the  Houfe 
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Lords^  as  a  good  one,  and  may  be  ob- 
ftinately  oppofed  ;  Then,  this  Method 
muft  and  will  be  ufed  to  carry  a  pernici- 
ous Point  (fuppofing  the  Crown  to  be 
on  the  fide  of  it,  which  is  the  Suppofiti- 
on  here  Q  and  fo  the  Whole  be  as  likely, 
at  leaf!:,  to  fuffer  as  to  gain  by  this  Pri- 
viledge  in  the  Crown  remaining  un- 
bounded. 

^.  This  is  a  Force,  it  cannot  be  deni- 
ed, upon  the  Freedom  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords ;  and  if  fuch  a  Force  can  be  conten- 
ded for,  by  the  Lovers  of  Liberty,  why 
will  not  they  be  fatisfied  with  another 
fort  of  Force,  not  at  all  more  contrary 
to  the  Liberty  of  Votes  than  this,  which 
will  remain  in  the  Crown  after  this  Bill 
is  palTcd,  and  that  is,  the  Force  of  Bri- 
bery. For  if  it  be  fo  dellrable  a  Thing 
that  the  Crown  fhould  have  the  Power 
of  putting  an  End  to  a  Difference  be- 
twe^jn  the  Two  Houfes,  and  of  forcing 
a  QiielHon  through  the  Lords  by  addition- 
al Numbers  on  purpofe;   why  fhould  it 

not 
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not  be  equally  fatisfaflory,  that  the 
Crorvft  may,  by  great  and  extraordinary 
Gifts  to  the  Lords,  (after  their  Number 
is  fix'd)  compafs  the  fame  End,  and  car- 
ry through  a  Point  in  Debate  ?  This  is 
no  more  Force  than  the  other;  and  like-^ 
Jy  to  be  as  effedual  both  for  good  and 
for  bad  Purpofes.  But  they  who  diflike 
the  0/ie,  ought  not  to  contend  for  the 
Other, 

What  I  mean  is,  That  this  Argument 
cannot  be  good,  becaufe  it  would  be  of 
equal  Force  againft  putting  a  flop  to 
Bribery  in  the  Crown,  Suppofing,  for  In- 
ftance,  that  a  Method  were  propofed, 
which  could  entirely  put  a  Stop  to  Brt^ 
bery^  by  taking  away  from  the  Crown  that 
particular  Power,  v/ithout  hurting  any 
other  belonging  to  it ;  Would  it  not 
appear  very  odd,  for  an  Advocate  of 
Freedom  in  Parljarnem^  to  reply  to  fuch 
a  Propofal,^"  Indeed  Bribery  is  not  in 
"  itlelf  a  good  Thing.  It  has  been  ufed, 
"  alwoft  to  the  Ruin  of  the  Whole.     It 

'*  may 
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«  may  be  ufed  more  efFeQ:ual]y  for  that 

"  Purpofe,  in  time  to  come.     But  then, 

"  in  Cafe  of  a  Difference  between   the 

^^  Two  Houfes^     how  obftinate  will  the 

*'  Lords   fhew  Themfelves,   when  They 

*'  Uiali  know  it  to  be  impcffible  to  re- 

"  ceive  any  Gifts^  or  to  be  brib'd  out  of 

"  their  Stubbornnefs  ?  And  who  would 

«'  take  away   from   the    Crown   fuch    a 

"  "Jewel,  as  the  Pov/er  of  Bribery,  whea 

*'  fuch  a  Conjunclure  may  poHibly  hap- 

"  pen,  in  which  there  may  be  Occafion 

*'  for  it,   to  put  an  End  to  a  Difference 

"  between  the  Two  Houfts,   by  influen- 

**  cing  the  Peers,    and  Fording  a   Majo- 

"  rity  ?'*  This  I  think  to  be  a  Cafe  ex- 

a£lly  parallel.     And  yet,  I  hardly  think, 

any  Man  of  Senfe  and  Probity  would  re- 

fufe  to  remove  fo  Deftructive  a  Power,  if 

he  could,    merely  becaufe  there  might 

poffibly  be  One  Cafe,  in  which  it  might 

do  Service,  amidft  a  very  great  Number, 

in  which  it  will  certainly  do  irreparable 

^lifchief, 
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I  will  not  ftop  here  to  remark  much 
upon  the  Inconfiftency  of  Thcfe^  who  lay 
the  greateft  Screfs  upon  this  fingle  Good 
Ef^eft  of  the  Vnltmtted  Power  of  making 
peers  ;  and  yet  profefs,  at  the  fame  time, 
a  Readinefs  to  confine  the  Crown  to  a 
verv  fmall  Number,  at  a  time.  For  it 
is  obvious  that  to  limit  the  Crown  at 
all,  in  order  to  hinder  Numerous  Occa- 
fional  Promotions,  abfolutely  deflroys 
this  Friviledge  of  making  Lords  enough 
to  gain  a  Majority  in  Cafe  of  a  Differ- 
ence between  the  Two  Houfes :  Which 
yet,  at  other  times,  They  declare  to  be 
a  Priviledge  abfolutely  neceffary  to  pre- 
ferve  the  Ballance  of  the  feveral  Parts  of 
our  Conftitution. 

IV.  Does  not  this  Bill  make  fuch  an 
Alteration,  as  muft  give  b  great  Shock 
to  our  whole  Conjlitution  ? 

Anfo.  If  it  be  fuch  an  Alteration,  as 
gives  more  Libci  ty  to  the  Votes  of  the 

Houje 
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Houfe  of  Lords^  and  like  wife  to  th^  £- 
teSiion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  as  well 
as  to  their  Votes  when  EleQed  ;  it  can- 
not be  in  any  Senfe  faid  to  give  a  Shock, 
but  a  great  Advantage,  to  our  whole 
Conftitution:  And  this  appears  from  the 
Anfiver  to  the  Second  Qneflion.  Befides 
that  it  will  entirely  prevent  one  great 
Shock  to  our  Conftitution^  which  will  be 
given  every  time  that  a  Number  of 
Lords  be  made  for  a  particular  Purpofe ; 
whether  a  good  one,  or  a  bad  one.  With- 
out a  Reftraint,  this  Power  muft  be 
fuppofed  to  be  exercifcd  by  the  Crorvn, 
in  times  to  come,  under  fcveral  Mini- 
flries ;  and  I  fay,  every  time  it  is  exer- 
cifed,  the  Conftitution  mud:  fliake,  and 
draw  fo  much  nearer,  not  only  to  Con- 
tempt, but  Ruin. 

V.  Is  not  that  Part  of  the  Bill  which 
relates  to  the  Scotch  Peers,  contrary  to 
all  Rules  of  political  Juftice  and  Equity, 
by  which  all  Legiflators  ought  to  con. 
du£l  themfelves  ? 
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Ar^J^'  Let  Them,  who  anfvver.  this  in 
the  Affirmative,  fliew  that  this  Condi- 
tion of  Electing  and  being  Eleded,  in 
the  Manner  eiiabUQied  at  the  Vmon^ 
was,  by  the  Choice  and  Determination 
of  the  Lords  of  Scotland  themfelves,  pre- 
ferr'd  and  pitcht  upon,  as  the  only  Me- 
thod they  would  accept  of,  and  as  an  ho- 
hoLirable  and  fuitable  Compenfation,  in 
Confideration  of  which  alone^  they  would 
ftipulate  to  alter  their  former  State.  It 
will  not  be  fufficient  to  fhew  that  this 
was  voted  in  a  Scotch  Parliament^  in  which 
the  Commons  fat  with  the  Lords^  and 
helped  to  lay  this  Condition  upon  them. 
For  the  Injuflice  here  fuppofed  touches 
the  Lords  only  ;  towards  whom  I  cannot 
think  there  can  be  any  Injuftice,  unlefs 
they  Themfelves  did  ftipulate  this,  as  an 
Effential  and  Vnalterable  Condition  of 
their  Concurrence  in  the  fubmitting  to 
the  Vnion.  I  fay  Ejfential;  becaufe  fup- 
pofing  again  that  this  Method  of  Eh^i- 
on  was  pitcht  upon,  as  what  occurred  at 

that 
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that  time  as  a  proper  Method  -,  yet  un- 
lefs  it  was  {o  pitclit  upon  by  the  Lor^ls 
themfelves,  and  pitcht  upon  by  the^^  as 
an  f/f^;?f/W  Condition  of  their  Stipulation 
with  E-fjgUnd^  never  to  be  altered  upon 
any  Terms  by  the  whole  Legifiarure  of 
United  Great  Britaw  ;  nothing  lefs  than 
this  can  make  the  Alteration  of  it  unjuft, 
in  the  Senfe  of  breaking  any  Part  of  the 
Contra6i:,  fuppofed  by  them.felves  to  be 
Ejj'entiAl  at  the  time  of  the  Union. 

The  Argument  taken  from  the  Difliks 
exprefs'd   to  it    by  feveral  Scotch  Lords^ 
cannot  prove  any  Injuiiice,   becaufe  this 
Diflike  may  be  raifed  at  this  time  very 
artificially ;    and    by    fuch  Methods    as 
are    not   at    all    to    the    Advantage    of 
what  is  argued  from  it.     There  may  be 
naany  private  Views,    and  perfonal  and 
party  Ends,    to  be  carried  forward    by 
this  Diflike  at  prefent.    Nor  are  they  that 
fhew  it  at  all  comparable,  either  for  Num- 
ber  or  Weight,    to  thofe  many  who  ei, 
ther  acquiefce  in  it,  or  contend  for  it.     If 
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it  be  faid  that  Thefe  are  fuch  as  hope  to 
be  of  the  Number  of  the  Hereditary 
Lords  to  be  named  ;  this  is  impoihble 
to  be  true  of  all,  or  moll:  of  them  ;  and 
is  fuificiently  anfwered  by  replying  that, 
on  the  other  fide,  nothing  makes  any  of 
the  Scotch  Peers  uneafy  at  it,  but  the  De- 
fpair  of  being  of  that  Number  ;  and  that 
it  is  not  the  Injuftice  of  the  Thing  than 
at  all  creates  their  difguft  at  it. 

If  the  Diflike  of  the  Perfons  concern- 
ed, be  to  determine  this  Point ;  the  Dif- 
like of  the  EAe^ion  of  Lords  is,  and  I 
believe  always  has  been,  much  Strong- 
er and  much  more  Extenfivc:  And  there- 
fore is  an  Argument  for  altering  it,  un- 
lefs  any  one  will  aflirra  fuch  an  Abfurdi- 
ty,  as  that  no  publick  Confiderations  can 
make  it  j«/,  without  the  Confent  of  e- 
very  individual  Lord, 

In  fine.  The  Number  of  Scotch  Peers 
to  fit  in  Parliament  is  encreas'd,  by  this 
Bill^  to  Twenty  Five  ;  indeed  beyond  ex- 

'  '  aa 
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a£l  Propoitlon,  on  purpofe  to  obviate  or 
fatisfy  this  DiJI/ke  ;  which,  one  would 
hope,  might  be  efteem'd  Tome  Compen- 
fation  to  the  Scotch  P^ers,  for  this  Altera- 
tion, ai  leaii  by  Thofe  wliQ  think  it  too 
great  a  Number  for  EngUnd  to  allow  ; 
confidering  that,  at  the  fame  time,  it  is 
propofcd  that  all  Ext inci tons  mth^^Q  25 
peerages  be  for  ever  fupply'd  out  of  the 
remaining  Pf^rj  of  ScoiUnd\  Two  Point s^ 
more  valuable,  and  more  honourable,  to 
any  Peer^  than  the  Priviledge  of  eletting^ 
or  being  eU^ed  by,  Others.  No  one  can 
doubt,  but  that  it  is  much  more  for  the 
Honour  of  Themfelves,  and  the  Freedom 
of  their  Vot^s^  thai  They,  who  are  to  fit 
in  Purl'iAment^  be  changed  to  Hereditary 
Peers;  than  that  They  remain  to  be  re- 
turn'd  to  Parliament  by  a  Mock-Chcicc^ 
made  by  a  Court^  and  purchased  by  Mo. 
ney.  The  Vnion  it  fell:  was  made,  not 
only  without^  but  againft^  the  Conjent  per- 
haps of  all  the  principals  of  the  Scotch  Qom- 
mons.  And  if,  notwithftanding  this^  The 
Vnion  it  felf  is  not  V^jiifi ;  much  left  can 

it 
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it  be  Vnjafiy  merely  on  account  of   the 
want  of  fuch  Confent  of  Jll  Principals, 
in  the  prefent  Cafe,   to  alter,  upon  Pub- 
lick  Confiderations,    One  fingle  Orcuni' 
jlAnce  of  that  Vmon  ;  and  a  Circumftance, 
not  only  cever  declared  Vridlterable^  but 
which  may  indeed  be  call'd  an  Acci^entd 
One  ;  the  very  contrary  to  which  might 
have  been  fettled  at  the  Vmc^,   without 
the  leaft  Thought  of   any   Damage   to 
Scotland^  in  the   Opinion   of   any  Perfon 
concern'd ;    and  the  Alteration  of  which 
takes  nothing  fubftantial  even  from  any 
particular  Scotch  Peer^    but  the  Opportu- 
nity of  having  hts   own  Vote  bought^    at 
fuch  Elecfhffs,   for  Another ;    or  Another'*s 
Vote  bought  for  Himfelf:    giving    Him, 
infiead  of  it,  the  ChAfice  of  being  Him- 
felf one  of   the   Hereditary  fittii^g   peers -^ 
or  of  that  Honour's  coming  to  One  of  his 
Pofterity,  if  not  to  Himfelf,  in  the  Cafe 
of  Extin^ions, 

VT.    But   if   this  Bill  (hould   pafs,   Is 
it  not  evidently  fo  much  to  the  Gull:  of 

the 
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the  Lor^s,  thar,  let  what  will  be  the 
Confequences  of  it,  it  will  never  be  re- 
pealed again,  becaufe  they  will  never 
concur  in  that  Repeal  ? 

A^fiv.  Judge  of  the  Confequences  of 
palling  this  Bill  and  of  not  pafTing  it, 
compared  together,  with  a  View  to  all 
that  is  moft  EfTential  to  our  Conftituticn, 
and  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Publick;  and 
then  anfwer  this  Queftion  by  asking  an- 
other, v^z.  If  this  particular  Opportuni- 
ty be  not  taken  of  preventing  thofe  fatal 
Confequences,  which  mufl:  come  in  time, 
fuppofing  the  C^on-n  to  remain  podeiled 
of  the  Unlimited  Power  now  veiled  in 
it  of  making  Lords  upori  all  Occallons; 
is  it  not  too  certain,  that  there  never 
will  be  another  Opportunity  to  retrieve 
the  Lofs  of  the  prefent  ? 


F    I    M    I    S. 


